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Final Analysis

Roger Hicks has been writing about photography since 1981 and has published more than three dozen books on the subject, many in partnership with his wife Frances Schultz (visit his website  
at www.rogerandfrances.eu). Every week in this column Roger deconstructs a classic or contemporary photograph. Next week he considers an image by Euan Myles

Roger Hicks considers… 
‘Paul McCartney’ 2007, by Phil Griffin

Photo Critique

T here are at least three kinds of 
inspiration. First, you may see 
a style or genre or a subject you 
have never really considered 

before, and think, ‘I want to do that!’ 
Second, you may see something you have 
already attempted and think ‘OK, I see 
why my pictures aren’t as good.’ Third 
comes negative inspiration, also known 
as realism, ‘Although I like this picture, 
I am unlikely ever to emulate it.’ This 
may include genres you have given up, or 
subjects you’d prefer to admire in either 
real life or pictures, rather than shoot.

For me, this picture partakes of all  
three. Perhaps to the surprise of some 
readers, I was once young and have done  
a few more or less competent pictures 
of fairly similar subjects: principally, 
Bristol-based band Essential Bop and 
various poets, especially the poet, singer 
and songwriter Cath Milne. If I’d looked 
harder at pictures like this, I might have 
done them all more justice.

It comes from ‘Unseen Icons by Phil 
Griffin: 25 Years in Film & Photography’: 
an exhibition running until 23 November 
at the Brownsword Hepworth Gallery in 
London. While I was waiting for a copy 
of the picture, I bought a book of Chinese-
inspired ink-brush drawings of cats. 
Each was reduced to a few essential lines. 
Looking at the two together (and without 
the slightest disrespect to either), these are 
the messages I took away. 

First, while it is all too easy to provide 
counter-examples to Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe’s celebrated ‘Less is More’, there are 
also plenty of times when it is true. Our 
brains supply the links. Is his left hand 
truly detached? Of course not. An excess 
of literalism is often fatal.

Second, although there is almost 
invariably more in a photograph than in a 
pen-and-ink drawing, the eye is selective. 
Unless we are guitar aficionados, for 
example, we are unlikely to look 
particularly closely at the guitar.

Third, look at other media than 
photography: ink drawings, paintings, 
even poetry. Learn what’s important. 
Learn what to leave out.

The fourth point amalgamates the 
second and third. McCartney’s face is very 
human, very recognisable, but still less 

than fully revealed either physically or 
emotionally; he is almost hiding behind 
the guitar. His hands tell us a lot, too. If 
you want to study music photography, cut 
this out and pin it over your desk. If you 

can afford it, go to the exhibition and  
buy an original print. Look at it every  
day. Meanwhile, take as many pictures  
as possible of musicians, poets and 
other performers. 

©
 phil gRiFFin
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8  Record Collector

news
THE BIGGEST AND BEST MUSIC NEWS

Got any news or gig info? Send it to tim.jones@metropolis.co.uk

For RC’s free e-newsletter sign-up and exclusive Latest News, visit via www.recordcollectormag.com. And for  
even more exclusive news stories and updates, follow us on Twitter @RecCollMag

Associate practice 

The Rolling Stones Voodoo Lounge Uncut, Miami, November 
1994, with 10 unissued cuts, plus five from New Jersey, on 
DVD, BD, 2CD/DVD, 2CD/BD, 3LP, red vinyl 3LP, Eagle Rock, 
16 November: Sheryl Crow, Bo Diddley, Robert Cray.  
n Transmaniacon The Strange World Of Suzie Pellet, New 
Heavy Sounds, 23 November: Lydia Lunch. n Clean Bandit 
What Is Love?, Deluxe Edition, four bonuses, Atlantic, 30 
November 2018: Zara Larsson, Marina Diamantis, Demi 
Lovato, Anne-Marie, Ellie Goulding, Big Boi, Craig David, 
Rita Ora, and Deluxe, Charli XCX, Louisa Johnson. n Henry 
Jamison Gloria Duplex, Akira, 8 February 2019; Rob Moose 
(Bon Iver). n Divine Ascension The Uncovering, Black Lodge, 
16 November: Tom Englund (Evergrey). n Ronnie Milsap 
The Duets, Riser House, 19 January 2019: Dolly Parton, 
Little Big Town, Kacey Musgraves, Willie Nelson, Leon 
Russell, ZZ Top’s Billy Gibbons. n Jason Becker Triumphant 
Hearts, Music Theories, 7 December: Marty Friedman 
(ex-Megadeth), Neal Schon (Journey), Steve Morse (Deep 
Purple), Paul Gilbert (ex-Racer X), Richie Kotzen (Poison), 
Gus G (Firewind), Jeff Loomis (ex-Nevermore), Steve 
Hunter (Alice Cooper), Trevor Rabin (Yes), Chris Broderick 
(Megadeth), Guthrie Govan (ex-Asia), Joe Satriani, Steve 
Vai, Joe Bonamassa, Greg Howe, Uli Jon Roth. n Ratboy 
Internationally Unknown, Hellcat, 25 January 2019: Tim 
Armstrong (Rancid). n The Stay Tuned charity album, 
earMUSIC, 30 November, features Mark King (UB40), 
Deep Purple, Dan McCafferty, Carl Sentance (Nazareth), 
Jeff Scott Soto (ex-Journey), Steve Lukather (Toto), 
Suzi Quatro. n Avantasia Moonglow, with bonus, Nuclear 
Blast, 1 February 2019: Ronnie Atkins (Pretty Maids), Jørn 
Lande (ex-Rising Force), Eric Martin (Mr Big), Geoff Tate 
(Operation Mindcrime), Michael Kiske (Helloween), Bob 
Catley (Magnum), Candice Night (Blackmore’s Night),  
Hansi Kürsch (Blind Guardian), Mille Petrozza (Kreator).  
n Rudimental Toast To Our Differences, Major Toms, 
25 January 2019: Anne-Marie, Rita Ora, Jess Glynne, 
Maverick Sabre. n The KRP In My Head, KRP, 7 December: 
John Waite. n Little Mix LM5, Syco, 16 November: Nicki 
Minaj. n Heart Live In Atlantic City DVD, BD, and CD, LP 
with bonus, 2006, earMUSIC, 25 January 2019: Gretchen 
Wilson, Carrie Underwood, Rufus Wainwright, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers’ Dave Navarro, Alice In Chain’s Duff McKagan. 
n Trevor Horn Reimagines The 80s, BMG, 1 February 2019: 
Robbie Williams, Seal, All Saints, Girls Aloud, Gabrielle 
Aplin, Rumer, ex-Spandau Ballet’s Tony Hadley, Simple 
Minds’ Jim Kerr, Marillion’s Steve Hogarth. 

Paloma Faith returns 

 

Griffin 
door

 

The Unseen Icons By Phil Griffin: 25 

Years In Film & Photography exhibition, 

Brownsword Hepworth Gallery, Walton 

Street, London, includes (left) Paul  

McCartney, Amy Winehouse,  

Annie Lennox, Diana Ross,  

Adele, Britney Spears, Bon  

Jovi, to 23 November.

Upcoming album guest appearances  

Anne-Marie 
guests

Winging it
Paul McCartney & Wings Wild Life is on 18-track Special 
Edition 2CD, 180g 2LP, Limited Deluxe Edition numbered, 
slipcased 3CD/DVD with 128-page book, repro 48-page 
notebook, 12 polaroids, launch party invite, 35-track 3CD 
with demos/mixes, DVD with four featurettes, Universal, 7 
December, along with Red Rose Speedway 27-track Special 
Edition 2CD, 180g 2LP, numbered, slipcased 3CD/2DVD/
BD with 128-page book, 64-page photo-book, 44-track 3CD, 
DVD with promo clips, TV special, live cut, Q&A, and The Bruce 
McMouse Folio with DVD/BD of The Bruce McMouse Show, 
5.1 mix, repro sketches, dialogue sheets. Also due is the 
numbered Wings 1971-73 Limited Special Deluxe Edition box 
with both Limjited Deluxe Edition sets, 96-page photo-book, 
repro tour programme, unissued 20-track 1972 live CD. 
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